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Grade VI I I  

Lesson 1.  The Ant  and the Cricket   

 

 

 

 

 

  Ther e was a cr icket  t hat  sang and danced all t hr ough t he pleasant  mont hs of  summer  and 

spr ing.  However , when t he wint er  ar r ived, he became desper at e and began t o complain.  He 

hadn’t  saved anyt hing and t her e was no f ood at  home. Even in t he spaces beyond his home, he 

couldn’t  f ind anyt hing t hat  would sust ain him.  He became wor r ied, not  knowing what  would 

become of  him and decided t o go and meet  t he ant . 

  Neit her  having f ood nor  shelt er , he want  t o meet  t he ant  t o seek it s help.  Explaining his 

sit uat ion and cir cumst ances, t he cr icket  r equest ed t he ant  t o give him f ood and shelt er .  He 

also t old t he ant  t hat  if  t he ant  r ef used t o help him, he would die.  The ant  f elt  sor r y f or  him, 

but  t old him t hat  ant s neit her  bor r owed nor  lent .  The ant  asked him what  he did dur ing t he 

war m weat her .  The cr icket  r eplied t hat  he sang and danced.  The ant  asked him t o sing and 

dance t hr ough t he wint er  t oo. 

  The poet  ends t he poem wit h t he mor al t hat  some human beings ar e like t he cr icket , who 

save not hing f or  t he bad weat her .  And, t her ef or e, t he t ale is not  a f able but  t he t r ut h. 

 

 

 

                           

 

A silly young cr icket , accust omed t o sing 

Thr ough t he war m, sunny mont hs of  

gay summer  and spr ing, 

Began t o complain when he f ound t hat , at  home, 

His cupboar d was empt y, and wint er  was come. 

Ref erence :  The above lines have been t aken f r om t he poem, The Ant  and t he Cr icket ’ which 

is composed by Aesop. 

Poet ry 

Soul of  the Poem 

St anzawise Explanat ion of  The Poem 

St anza 1 
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Cont ext  :  The poet  in t hese lines shows how t he happy mont hs of  summer  f lew away in no 

t ime.  Wit h t he coming of  wint er , t he cr icket  r ealizes t he t ime which he has lost , which was 

meant  f or  wor k. 

Explanat ion  :  Ther e was a young and silly cr icket .  He used t o spend all his t ime in singing in 

t he war m summer  and spr ing mont hs.  Not  r ealizing, t hat  t hese mont hs wer e also meant  f or  

wor k because wit h t he ar r ival of  wint er , f inding f ood would become dif f icult .  Ther ef or e, 

summer  and spr ing wer e meant  f or  st or ing f ood also.  But , t he cr icket  spent  all t he t ime in vain 

dur ing t he happy mont hs and now his cupboar ds wer e ent ir ely empt y. 

 

 

 

Not  a cr umb t o be f ound 

On t he snow-cover ed gr ound; 

Not  a f lower  could he see, 

Not  a leaf  on a t r ee. 

“Oh ! what  will become,’’ 

Says t he cr icket , “of  me? 

 

Ref erence :  Same as above 

Cont ext  :  The poet  in t hese lines showcases how t he cr icket  had not hing wit hin t he house 

or  out side t o sust ain himself .  As he has wast ed t he summer  and spr ing mont hs only in singing, 

not  wor king at  all. 

Explanat ion :  The cr icket  r ealizes t hat  t he gr ound was cover ed wit h snow and t her e was not  

even a cr umb t o be f ound.  Nor  could he see any f lower s or  leaves on t he t r ees.  Ther e was 

per pet ually not ing t o eat  wit hin t he house or  out side.  He became desper at e not  knowing what  

t o eat  and how t o sur vive.  ‘’What  will become of  me?’’ 

 

 

At  last  by st ar vat ion and f amine made bold, 

All dr ipping wit h wet , and all t r embling wit h, 

Cold, Away he set  of f  t o a miser ly ant , 

To see if , t o keep him alive, he would gr ant  

St anza 2 

St anza 3 
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Ref erence : Same as above 

Cont ext  :  I n t hese lines, t he poet  depict s how t he cr icket  had t o f or ego his self  est eem 

and go begging bef or e t he ant .  

Explanat ion :  The cr icket  was st ar ving due t o f amine, hunger  and no r esour ces t o sust ain 

himself  dur ing t he cold mont hs of  wint er . The wint er  had t aken a t oll of  his healt h. He also had 

no shelt er . He, t her ef or e, set  out  t o meet  a miser ly ant , hoping t hat  t he ant  may help him wit h 

somet hing t hat  would keep him alive.  

 

 

  

Him shelt er  f r om r ain,  

And a mout hf ul of  gr ain. 

He wished only t o bor r ow; 

He’ d r epay it  t omor r ow; 

 I f  not , he must  die of  st ar vat ion and sor r ow.  

Ref erence  :  Same as above. 

Cont ext   :  The poet  highlight s t he cr icket ’s need t o bor r ow gr ain t o keep himself  alive.  

Explanat ion :  The cr icket  appr oaches t he ant  t o seek his help f or  shelt er . The r ains made it  

dif f icult  f or  t he cr icket  t o pr ot ect  himself  f r om t he wet  sur r oundings. He also needed some 

gr ains or  f ood t o combat  hunger  and st ar vat ion. He inf or med t he ant  t hat  what ever  help he 

would t ake, he would r epay it  soon. Else, his end had come. He would die of  st ar vat ion.  

 

 

  

Says t he ant  t o t he cr icket ,  

“I ’m your  ser vant  and f r iend,  

But  we ant s never  bor r ow; 

We ant s never ; lend. 

But  t ell me, dear  cr icket  did you lay not hing 

by When t he weat her  was war m?” 

Quot h t he cr icket  “Not  I ! 

Ref erence  :  Same as above 

St anza 4 

St anza 5 
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Cont ext  :  The poet  shar es t he ant ’s sense of  shock t hat  t he cr icket  didn’t  save anyt hing 

f or  wint er  dur ing t he happy mont hs of  summer  and spr ing.  

Explanat ion :  The ant  f eels sor r y f or  t he cr icket . But  he t ells cr icket  t hat  t he ant s never  

bor r ow or  lend. Per haps, t hat  is t he r eason t hat  t he ant s ar e self  suf f icient  and need not  go 

begging. The ant  asks t he cr icket  if  he didn’t  put  aside anyt hing in st or age f or  t he wint er , when 

t her e is not hing much t o be f ound. The cr icket  answer ed in t he negat ive. The ant  was quit e 

sur pr ised and shocked.  

 

 

 

My hear t  was so light   

That  I  sang day and night ,  

For  all nat ur e looked gay.” 

“you sang, Sir , you say?  

Go t hen,” says t he ant , 

“and dance 

t he wint er  away” 

 

Ref erence  :  Same as above.  

Cont ext  :  The poet  shows how t he cr icket  get s mocked by t he ant  because of  his won 

st upidit y.  

Explanat ion :  The cr icket  t ells t he ant  t hat  he was so happy dur ing t he happy mont hs of  

summer  t hat  he sang day and night . He was so happy and t he nat ur e looked so pleasant  t hat  he 

f or got  all about  t he wint er  or  t he dif f icult  t imes. Hear ing t his, t he ant  t old him t hat  now he 

should spend t he wint er  singing and dancing t oo. The ant  t ells t he cr icket  t hat  t her e’s no point  

cr ying over  spilt  milk.  

 

 

Thus ending, he hast ily lif t ed t he wicket ,  

And out  of  t he door  t ur ned t he poor   

lit t le cr icket . Folks call t his a f able.  

I ’ll war r ant  it  t r ue: 

St anza 6 

St anza 7 
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Some cr icket s have f our  legs,  

and some have t wo. 

Ref erence :  Same as above. 

Cont ext   :  I n t he f inal lines of  t he poem t he poet  shar es t he mor al or  lesson wit h his 

r eader s.  

Explanat ion :  The ant  get s ir r it at ed and asks t he cr icket  t o leave. Those who do not  wish t o 

help t hemselves cannot  be saved by ot her s. The poet  in t he f inal couplet  of  t he poem t ells his 

r eader s t hat  t hough t his t ale is believed t o be a f able, it  is no less t han t r ut h. Poet  calls t his 

t he t r ut h because what  is t r ue f or  t he f our  legged cr icket  is also t r ue f or  t he t wo legged 

humans.  

 

 

 

 

 

1.  The cricket  says,  "Oh! What  will become of  me?" When does he say it ,  and why?  

  The cr icket  says, "Oh! What  will become of  me?" when he r ealises t hat  t he wint er  had 

ar r ived. He says t his because he r ealises t hat  t her e was no f ood t o be f ound eit her  in t he house 

or  out side.  

2.   (i) Find in the poem t he lines that  mean the same as "Neither a borrower nor a 

lender be" (Shakespeare)  

    We ant s never  bor r ow; we ant s never  lend."  

  (ii) What  is your opinion of  t he ant ' s principles?  

    The ant ' s pr inciples seem quit e f air . The ant s ar e self  suf f icient  and t hey have 

managed t o do so because of  sheer  har d wor k. They consume what  is r equir ed and st or e t he 

r emaining. Ther ef or e, t hey ar e never  r equir ed t o bor r ow. For  t he same r easons, t hey do not  

wish t o lend because t hat  might  lead t o deplet ion of  t heir  r esour ces.  

3.  The ant  t ells the cricket  t o "dance the wint er away".  Do you t hink the word ' dance'  is  

    appropriat e here? I f  so,  why?  

  Yes, t he wor d ' dance'  seems quit e appr opr iat e in used in a sar cast ic manner  t hese lines. 

The cr icket  had f un dur ing t he happy and pleasant  mont hs of  summer . The ant  t ells him t hat  he 

might  as well have f un in t he wint er , wit hout  any f ood or  shelt er .  

NCERT Corner 

Working wit h t he Poem 
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4.   (i) Which lines in the poem express t he poet ' s comment ? Read t hem aloud.   

    "Folks call t his a f able. I ' ll war r ant  it  t r ue Some cr icket s have f our  legs and some 

have t wo."  

  (ii) Writ e t he comment  in your own words.   

   These lines st at e t hat  f or  many t his is j ust  a f ict ional t ale wit h animal char act er s. 

However , t he pr oblem f aced by t he cr icket  is somet hing t hat  makes it  t r ue especially f or  

humans. Like t he cr icket , humans t oo f or get  t o save f or  t he dif f icult  t imes.  

 

 

 

 

 

1.  When did t he cricket  realise a change in his circumstances?  

  The cr icket  r ealised a change in his cir cumst ances when he saw t hat  his cupboar ds wer e 

empt y and t he wint er  had come.  

2.  Why is the adj ect ive ' gay'  used t o describe summer and spring?  

  The adj ect ive ' gay'  is used t o descr ibe summer  and spr ing because t hese wer e t he war m 

and sunny mont hs and f ood was t o be f ound in abundance. Ther e was no shor t age of  any kind.  

3.  What  all did t he cricket  seek f rom the ant ?  

  The cr icket  asked f or  shelt er  and a handf ul of  gr ain f r om t he ant  in or der  t o sur vive.  

4.  The ant  ref uses t o help the cricket  because of  a principle.  What  is t hat  principle?  

  Ans.  The ant s neit her  bor r ow nor  lend.  

  

 

 

1.  Describe t he suf f erings of  t he cricket .   

  The cr icket  suf f er ed a gr eat  deal as t he wint er  set  in. He r ealised t hat  he had no f ood. 

His cupboar ds wer e empt y. Even t he nat ur e had not hing t o of f er . Ther e wer e no f lower s or  

leaves on t he t r ees. The cr icket  was st ar ving under  t hese cir cumst ances and f elt  t hat  he might  

die if  t he ant  r ef uses t o help.  

 

 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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2.  How dif f erent  are the ant  and the cricket  f rom each other?  

   The ant  called himself  a f r iend of  t he cr icket . However , bot h t he f r iends wer e ver y 

dif f er ent  f r om each ot her . The cr icket  was silly and f oolish. He did no wor k dur ing t he summer  

and t he spr ing and didn' t  st or e anyt hing f or  t he wint er . The ant , on t he ot her  hand, wor ked 

accor ding t o pr inciples. He wor ked har d dur ing t he summer  and t he spr ing and cr eat ed a st or e 

house on which he could depend dur ing t he wint er .  

3. Does t he poet  cr it icise t he ant  f or  his unhelpf ul behaviour ?  

  The poet  doesn' t  say anyt hing about  t he ant , except  t hat  t he ant  was a miser ly ant , but  

he sur ely doesn' t  glor if y t he cr icket ' s behaviour . Thr ough t he cr icket ' s example, he ext ends 

t he mor al of  t he t ale. Human beings should wor k har d and save f or  t he bad t imes r at her  t han 

depending on t he ot her s. The cr it ique of  cr icket ' s ways doesn' t  j ust if y ant ' s unhelpf ul 

behaviour , but  it  sur ely det ails t hat  ant ' s way of  living was bet t er  t han t hat  of  t he cr icket .  

 

 

 

1. Discuss t he mor al lesson impar t ed by t he poem.  

  The poem showcases how t he cr icket  is lef t  wit h not hing t o sust ain it self  as it  spent  all 

t he t ime in mer r y making wit hout  wor r ying about  t he f ut ur e.  

  I n or der  t o sust ain it self , it  is now dependent  on begging and asking f or  mer r y of  f ellow 

cr eat ur es like t hat  of  t he ant .  

 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.   

But  t ell me, dear  cr icket , 

Did you lay not hing by 

When t he weat her  was war m? 

Quot h t he cr icket , Not  I ! 

My hear t  was so light /  That  I  sang day and night , 

For  all nat ur e looked gay. 

Value based Quest ions 

Ext ract  Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 
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You sang, Sir , you say? 

Go t hen, ' says t he ant  and dance t he 

wint er  away. 

1.  Who sang day and night ?  

  (a) The poet     (b) The cr icket      (c) The ant    (d) The singer   

  (b) The cricket   

2.  Who saved nothing f or t he wint er?  

  (a) The poet     (b) The cr icket     (c) The ant     (d) The singer   

  (b) The cricket   

3.  What  does t he ant  tell the cricket  t o do? 

  (a) Dance    (b) Sing     (c) Die    (d) Beg  

  (a) Dance 

4.  Why did t he ant  ask the cricket  t o “dance t he winter away”? 

  The ant  asked t he cr icket  t o dance t he wint er  away because all t hr ough t he wint er  he 

had done not hing but  had f un. He might  as well have f un in t he wint er  t oo.  

5.  What  were the consequences of  the cricket ’s act ions during the warm weat hers?  

  The consequence of  t he cr icket ’s act ions dur ing t he war m weat her  wer e t hat  dur ing 

wint er  he had no f ood, no shelt er  and he was st ar ving.  

6.  Explain t he meaning of  the phrase,  “lay not hing by. ” 

  “Lay not hing by” means saved not hing. This is t he quest ions t hat  t he ant  asked t he 

cr icket .  

 

 

Direct ions (Q. Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.   

A silly young cr icket , accust omed t o sing 

Thr ough t he war m, sunny mont hs of   

gay summer  and spr ing,  

Began t o complain when he f ound t hat , at  home,  

His cupboar d was empt y, and wint er  was come  

Not  a cr umb t o be f ound  

On t he snow cover ed gr ound, 

Not  a f lower  he could se,  

Exact  2  



 

 

                                                                         9                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

Not  a leaf  on a t r ee. 

Oh! What  will become, say t he cr icket , of  me? 

 

1.  What  does t he poet  call t he cricket ?  

 a. Silly   b. Gay    c. Foolish  d. Empt y 

  Bot h ‘a’ and ‘c’ 

2.  The word ‘accust omed’ means?  

  a. Habit uat ed  b. Uncomf or t able  c. Favour it e   d. For get f ul 

 a. Habit uat ed 

3.  What  emot ion t o these lines indicate?  

  a. Happiness  b. Wor r y   c. Hor r or   d. Humour  

  a. Habit uat ed  

3.  What  emot ion do these lines indicat e?  

 a. Happiness  b. Wor r y   c. Hor r or   d. Humour  

 b. Wor r y 

4.  Why does t he poet  call the cricket  silly?  

 The poet  called t he cr icket  silly because he hadn’t  saved anyt hing f or  t he wint er .  

5.  Where all did the cricket  look f or f ood?  

  The cr icket  looked f or  f ood in his cupboar ds. But  t he cupboar d was empt y. He also 

couldn’t  f ind anyt hing on t he t r ees or  t he gr ound out side.  

6.  What  was t he weat her during the wint er?  

 Dur ing t he wint er , t he gr ound was cover ed wit h snow. Also, t her e wer e r ains.  

 


